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To the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Ecology; Minister, Mr. Kobylkin D. N.

Dear Mr. Kobylkin,

Russian colleagues have inquired about my opinion about Lake Baikal in relation to a government
proposal that would decrease the current restrictions on pollutant loading to Lake Baikal, which would
greatly increase anthropogenic stress on the lake. I am an evolutionary biologist with more than 15
years of professional experience on Ancient Lakes, worldwide, with a specific focus on the lakes in
the East African Rift. As such this inquiry from my Russian colleagues probably relates to my
expertise in the limnology of Ancient Lakes, which include Lake Baikal.

As the deepest and one of the most biodiverse lakes in the world, the ecosystem of Lake Baikal is very
valuable, not just in terms of biodiversity, but also as to the resources and services it provides to
human society. Given the long retention times of this lake (~400 years), and the currents that it
displays, pollution and stress on the ecosystem would in my opinion 1) rapidly spread throughout the
lake, and 2) be very difficult to remove once this spread has taken place. As such, | would advise that
political decisions would be taken with caution.

In my professional opinion, advanced sewage treatment facilities where heavily polluted water is
treated before discharge in the natural environment is a more sustainable solution that allows
maintaining control over the situation. This strategy would also be more cost-effective than the
potential wholesale remediation that would be required if the ecosystem of Lake Baikal would
collapse under the anthropogenic stress it receives.

Sincerely yours,
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MuHUCTEPCTBO NPUPOJHBIX pecypcoB M 3Kojgoruu Poccuiickoit Pexepannu, MUHUCTPY
Koobuikuny JI.H.

VBaxaemsblii r-H KoObLIKHH!

Poccuiickue komtern oOpaTuinuch KO MHE, YTOOBI y3HATh MOE MHEHHE OTHOCHTEIBFHO o3epa baiikama B
KOHTEKCTEe TIpEeIIOKeHHUs [IpaBUTENLCTBA CHU3UTH HBIHEIIHHE OTPAaHWYCHUS MO IIOCTYIUICHUIO
3arps3HAIONINX BEHICCTB B baifkai, 9To MOXKET CYIIECTBCHHO YBEIMYUTH aHTPOIOTCHHYIO HArpy3Ky Ha
03epo. S SBIAIOCH CHEIUATUCTOM B 00JAacTH ABOJIOIMOHHOW OHojormu ¢ Oojee 4yeM 15-meTHUM
npodeccnoHaIbHBIM CTa)KeM MCCIIEI0BaHMS APEBHUX 03EP 110 BCeMy MHUpY ¢ YHOpoM Ha 03épa BocTouHo-
AdpukaHCKOTO pa3inoma. BeposiTHO, IO 3TOHW MPUYMHE POCCHHICKHE KOJUJIETH OOpPATWIHCH KO MHE Kak
CIICLIHATIICTY B 00JIaCTH TMMHOJIOTHH JIPEBHUX 03€p, B TOM 4HcIite o3epa baiika.

Okocuctema baifkana kak caMoro riry00Koro o3epa ¢ caMbIM OOJIBIINM OHOPa3HOOOpa3ueM MPeICTaBISCT
OOJIBIIYIO LIEHHOCTh HE TOJNBKO C TOYKH 3pEHHs TOro OMOpa3HOOOpas3Ws, HO U B KayeCTBE MCTOYHMKA
pPECYpCOB U YCIYT, MPEIOCTABISICMBIX IIOASM. YUHTBHIBas MPOJIODKUTEIBHOCTh BPEMCHHU YICPIKAHHS
BemiecTB B o3epe (okoso 400 yeT) u UMeronmecs: MOTOKH, 3arps3HeHIe W Harpy3ka Ha SKOCHCTEMY, Ha
MO B3rJIsi1, 1) OBICTPO PACIIPOCTPAHATCS IO BCEMY 03€py M 2) TMOCIIE 3TOr0 OYAYT TPYAHOYCTPAHUMBIMH.
[TosTomy 51 OB TOPEKOMEHIOBATT OCMOTPHUTENBHO IPUHUMATh OJTUTHUCCKHUE PEIICHHS.

[Mo mMoemy mpodeccHOHATPHOMY MHEHHIO, COBPEMEHHBIC OYHCTHBIE COOPY)KEHHS, KOTOPHIC OYHIIAIOT
BOXy repen e€ cOpocoM B IPUPOITHYIO Cpemy, SBIIETCS 0ojee paldoOHATBHBIM PEIICHAEM, TO3BOIISIONINM
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CUTyaIMio. JTa cTparerus Obuta Obl Takke Oojiee peHTAOCNBbHOW, YeM MOTEHIIHAIBEHO
BO3MOJKHasi KpyIHOMacIITaOHas peMenualys, KoTopas MOXeT MOTpeOOBaThCs, €CIM IKOCHCTEMa 03epa
Baiikan npuaér B ynagok noja BO3AEHCTBHEM MOJTYYEHHON aHTPOIIOT€HHON HAarpy3Ku.
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